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approved June 17, 1902, and a fund was
created from moneys received from the sale
of public lands. As lands placed under
irrigation are sold, the sums received therefor
are added to the fund, which is thus constant-
ly being renewed. The fund is also aug-
mented by royalties from oil, gas, mineral
and Federal power leases. The table on page
3033 shows the cost and irrigable area of (
some of the largest projects.
How the Land is Obtained. Reclaimed
lands are open to settlers in tracts of 20 to
160 acres, depending upon the area, which, in
the opinion of the Secretary of the Interior,
is sufficient to support a family. Under the
present law payment of the cost of con-
structing the irrigation works is made by the
settlers in graduated payments over a period
of 20 years.
Owners of private lands are allowed tx>
take water from the government ditches on
the same terms as settlers on the government
lands; this privilege is restricted to service
for 160 acres, to prevent monopoly.
Water Power. Water from the reservoirs
may be used for power as well as for irri-
gation. The gross revenue of the Govern-
ment from users of water for irrigation and
power is over $5,000,000 a year. Since its or-
ganization, the Bureau has thus collected
nearly $175,000,000 for such uses.
Extent of the Bureau. The Bureau of
Reclamation maintains a force of about 4,000
persons, and its annual expenditures approx-
imate $9,000,000. One division of the bu-
reau, under the Director of Farm Economies,
has charge of crop production, handling and
marketing, improvement of farm conditions,
industrial betterment, and settlement of
lands. See irrigation; conservation'.
EEOOITSTETJOTION, re kern struk'shun,
the process by which the states that seceded
from the American Union in 1860-1861 were
restored to their natural relation with the
other states. President Lincoln held the
theory that the act of rebellion in each state
was not the act of the state, but of disloyal
conspirators within the state. The states
therefore were still members of the Union,
and could be restored to normal relations with
it by the creation of loyal state governments.
He also considered this restoration of loyal
state governments to be an executive rather
than a legislative act, because the power of
pardon rested with the President only. The
theory held by the leading party in Congress
 was, that by the act of secession these states
were deprived of all civil government, and
that they existed as disorganized districts sub-
ject to the authority of the United States, to
be expressed by Congress. A bill embodying
this theory was passed in July, 1864. It was
vetoed by the President and was not repassed,
Lincoln appointed military governors for
Louisiana, Arkansas and Tennessee, and they
proceeded to establish loyal governments in
their respective states, but their representa-
tives were denied admission to Congress. He
proclaimed pardon to all who would take an
oath to support the Constitution of the
United States, with the exclusion of certain
persons who had held office under the Con-
federacy.
Just at this critical time Lincoln was as-
sassinated. His successor, Andrew Johnson,
was capable, but was without tact. He con-
tinued Lincoln's policy, issued a proclamation
of amnesty and pardon, and established loyal
governments in North Carolina, Mississippi,
Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina and Flor-
ida. Johnson's tactless disregard of Congress
brought about a strife between him and that
body which reached its climax in his impeach-
ment. He was, however, acquitted.
Meantime Congress enacted drastic laws
for the reconstruction of the Southern states.
These laws extended the right of suffrage to
the negroes, divided the South into five mili-
tary districts and placed each under the com-
mand of a major-general of the United States
army. The negroes proceeded to legislate for
their states, a task f o-r which they were in no
wise prepared. Unscrupulous politicians
from the North, called carpetbaggers be-
cause it was alleged that they could carry all
their personal effects in the carpetbag valises
they carried, organized the negroes in their
own interests. These measures resulted in a
period of waste, extravagance and misrule
far worse than was predicted by the most
strenuous opponents of this plan of recon-
struction. Gradually public sentiment in the
North changed and saner views prevailed.
During Grant's administration conditions
became much better, and all the states were
restored in 1870. In 1872 Congress passed an
amnesty act removing all disqualifications
from ex-Confederates. Early in his admin-
istration President Hayes ordered the Federal
troops removed from the Southern states, and
the period of reconstruction was brought to
an end.

